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This 9 Year-
Old Boy Knows
the Joy of Giving

Dear Friends:

I am a little adopted boy, age 8 years. I have
an adopted sister, 15 years old. This is her last year
in senior hlgh school. Mother took Lois when she
was only six days old and [ - was 13 days old. We
live on a farm close to Grand Island, Nebraska, and
I have two big hogs and nine little ones that are five
weeks old and I want to join the ‘‘Raise a Pig Club."”
[ will raise one for you. Hope you get a lot of mem-

bers. My name is
HURST McLELLAN,
Rt. No. 1, Grand Island, Nebr.

Nebr. Children’s Home Society,
Dear Friends:

Last spring | promised to raise a pig for you.
I did raise one for you and sold it yesterday for
$5.00, which I am sending you in the little red
stocking.

I am wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a
nice new home this New Year.

From a little nine-year-old friend,

Signed,
HURST McLELLAN.
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Summer Homes Wanted for
Our Children

Each year many homes are opened for the children whom we have not
had sufficiently long to be permanently placed.

Families who open their homes to these children during the summer
are richly compensated in the joy of service and the pleasure of having
these young lives under their care.

We accomplish this work each year. This year you are reminded to
write us as soon as possible if you will take a boy or a girl. Our new field
worker, Miss Stander, has the bulk of this placing to do and with her many
duties in case work, she will appreciate your early advice, so that the nec-
essary work may be accomplished without a tremendous strain on our

resources of personnel.

Words Fail

To present the picture of an or-
phaned child. Seldom are the eyes
of a visitor dry after a visit to the
Receiving Home. The children they
see wring their hearts with sympathy
and they open their purses with gen-
erosity when they see how much a lit-
tle help will do. We wish sometimes
we could bring the home to you. Let
you see these parentless bits of hu-
man life, let you go over the records
and sit down and worry with us.

We have long since passed the
worry stage here at headquarters.
The cry of a child must be an-
swered. We must be up and doing.
Ours is the task of trained workers
in child welfare.

Spare our energies for this work
by helping do your bit to make this
work financially possible.

Rebuilding

The government, through its vari-
ous undertakings to reduce unem-
ployment, has rebuilt highways,
bridges, streets, buildings and many
other projects along this line.

Looking about us at the social
wreckage, we find our job as private
citizens also is to ‘‘rebuild.”” The
federal government and the states,
by their public works program, be-
came partners in this commercial re-
building process. Social and child
welfare of the non-institutional char-
acter are still and always will be the
responsibility of private citizens.
Give as generously as you can to this
work.

The picture of the homeless child
should constantly be before every
citizen until there remains not one
pinched, tear-stained face or chok-
ing heartache.

Think of these little ones in terms of your own children.
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“I Didn't Know About All This”
Says a Recent Visitor to the Receiving Home

Of course, | have been a member
of the Nebraska Children's Home
Society for years, but I didn't know
why exactly. Someone asked me for
a subscription and ['ve been kicking
in small amounts ever since. Just
took other people’s word for the
worthiness of it all, I suppose. I
know a director or two and because
of them I just let things go along
easy-like and no worries. Plenty of
my own, | thought, so why look for
trouble.

But you have shown me more in
thirty minutes about this society than
I ever suspected. Like most people,
I thought of it as a sort of orphanage
but it isn’t that at all and I'm glad.

[ never did like to think of little
kids being put to bed in droves and
now you tell me that this society is
really doing its biggest job when
there are fewest children in the
home. That's fine! Every child
here will soon have a daddy and
mother to care for them in a real
home. That's more like it.

I had an army buddy during the
war who was an orphan, and mail
call was just another call to him, and
no mail. He never talked much
about it but I noticed that he never
hung around when the gang were
getting their mail.

A real home with folks makes
anyone feel better and able to take
on big jobs.

These office files are records you
say of every child the Society has
placed and you keep track of every-
one until they are of legal age. That's
a job, I can see, but I never thought
of it before.

Every county in the state is visited
by your field workers and children
are brought here until you finally
place them in permanent homes. All
that work costs money, I know, but
it's worth it.

Every person in the state should
see this layout and you would surely
have enough contributions to do
even more work.

The kids come first with me. They
kind of get you. Like the music of
the “Star Spangled Banner,” a
homeless and fatherless kid, even
when he is well-fed, brings a lump
in my throat and I want to do some-
thing about it.

You have been doing something
about it for years. I'm only really
starting now with a lot of lost time
to make up. Let's begin by telling
everyone that the biggest real work
of the Nebraska Children’s Home is
to place these children in permanent
homes by adoption.

There are a lot of folks like me
who never really understand, I'm
sure, and when they know by read-
ing about the work, or better yet,
visiting the home, | know they will
help you with the job.

—And that, my friends, is a true
sample of some of the thoughts and
words of a recent visitor to the Re-
ceiving Home.

—Won’t you, too, visit us some-
time, or write us to answer any
question that may occur to you? As
a member you share our responsi-
bilities. Let’s -get better ac-
quainted. :

Ewvery child is entitled to the chance to develop naturally.
We are dealing with immortal souls.
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Miss EpITH STANDER

Case Supervisor
Nebraska Children’s Home Society

Assumed charge February 12, 1934.

Miss Stander’s formal training in
social work began in the University
of Nebraska, from which she grad-
uated in 1927 with an A.B. degree.
Her major work was sociology and
minor psychology-zoology, taken
with the view of entering the field of
social work. One year later she en-
tered the Milwaukee School of Social
Work, attending two years and
graduating in 1930.

Before entering the Nebraska Uni-
versity she taught school, having
taken a two years’ course at Wes-
leyan University.

During the attendance at the Mil-
waukee School of Social Work she
was employed by the Children's
Home and Aid Society of Wiscon-
sin, an organization doing similar
work to that of the Nebraska Chil-

dren’s Home Society, and in addi-

tion maintaining a shelter for un-
married mothers.

She is known to Nebraska through
her work with the Nebraska State
Welfare Bureau and as visitor with
the Omaha Family Welfare Associa-
tion.

The past fifteen months her work
has been chiefly that of organizing
communities—one in Lexington, Ne-
braska, remaining eight months, and
in Dakota County, Nebraska, for the
past six months.

A letter of welcome to Miss
Stander from her friends or any
friend of the children of Nebraska
will give encouragement and inspira-
tion to her work among you.

Miss Stander Greets You

I am happy to extend greetings to
you through the Advocate. [ know
that you are interested in the welfare
of Nebraska’'s homeless children,
which will give us a bond of friend-
ship. :

I shall be visiting many parts of
the state during my work with the
Nebraska Children’s Home Society
and am looking forward to meeting
many of you personally.

Sincerely vours,
EpITH STANDER.

The teacher, especially in the
country school, has a wonderful op-
portunity to acquire the knowledge
of the individual family conditions
in her district. These facts should
guide her in the attention needed by
each child and also enable her to
help build and mold the progress of
the community.

Think of the homeless children in terms of your own little ones.
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Dividends

Banks and other commercial in-
stitutions are always pleased if they
can show substantial $ dividends.
That, of course, is the aim of busi-
ness, and it calls for work to ac-
complish it.

The same is true of any charitable
institution and we know you will
feel that the following shows a real
dividend in precious child welfare
for the Nebraska Children’'s Home
Society.

During the past ten years the So-
ciety has placed in foster homes
1,039 children—447 boys and 592
girls. Five hundred and nineteen
have been legally adopted. These
figures do not include children in
the homes of relatives nor does it
include the children helped by the
Society, on whom no title was taken.
Of all placements 424 were placed
on farms.

One hundred and fifty-two new
children came under the attention of
the Society in 1933. All children
under supervision of the Society re-
ceived 63,590 days’ care during the
year. This included children in the
Receiving Home, boarding homes,
hospitals and foster homes.

When one stops to consider that
this is an investment in human life-
saving for both the church and the
state, it is possible to comprehend to
some degree what has been accomp-

lished.

We hope that you will realize that
this has been possible because of
your investments from year to year.
You have been a part of the great
work and now when the demands
are so heavy we need your help more
than ever. Let us pledge our co-
operation for still greater service in

1934.

Advocate 5
Liabilities

And with your help we meet

them confidently. Hundreds of

children must be cared for by the So-
ciety. Every year, here and there,
in widely scattered communities, our
work must reach the children who
need a friend or home. You, as a
member of the Society, share this
responsibility with us.

The God of Little Boys

By DoucLAas MaLLoCH

The God of little boys looks down
And gathers in His arms

The sleepy children in the town,
The children on the farms.

I know He knows about my bed,
He knows about my toys,

And listens when | bow my head,
The God of little boys.

O God of little boys like me,
When we lie down tonight,
Remember us especially,
And bring us back the light,
Our mothers’ care, our mothers’ love,
Our friends, our many joys,

O, God of little boys.

And then tomorrow, when it’s here,
Watch over us at play,

And watch above our daddies, dear,
Who have to work all day;

And, if the work is hard to do,
The world is full of noise,

Just tell them you

Are their God, too,

The same as little boys.
—Kansas Child Welfare.

“Some other time” may be “never” in the life of a homeless

child.
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The Fire

It was just six days till Christmas.
Whisperings, plans, expectations—
the last day of school, then vacation.

The children were in school. The
home statt busy with routine work
and the office force with the Little
Red Stockings and packages arriving
with Christmas food, toys and cloth-
ing. A telephone call that smoke
was coming from the roof. Four
companies responded to the call to
the fire department, but the fire had
gained such headway that it re-

It was after dark before everything
was under cover and the firemen had
departcd.

Friends from all parts of the city
came or phoned, offering to care for
one or more children over night in
their homes. On the morning of the
20th, work began finding private
homes where the children could be
cared for during the vacation of two
weeks. The toys and Christmas
eatables had to be distributed. Work
also began on drying and cleaning
the building and trying to save
everything possible.

DESTRUCTION

quired four streams of water for
nearly two hours to control it. The
building was completely soaked from
the roof to the basement and much
clothing, bedding and some furni-
ture was destroyed and most of the
balance damaged. The office furni-
ture and files had been carried out.

The third story and attics were a
wreck. It was necessary to prepare
the first two floors ready to receive
the children at the end of twa weeks
when school started.

Working for several hours with
wet clothing and shoes gave all the
staff severe colds and some were

The need of homeless children is greater than ever before.
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confined to their beds. More than
two thousand letters and packages
were received and in the confusion
it was impossible to answer mail as
it was received.

Now, the receiving home is rapid-
ly getting back into the old swing of
efficiency and soon no traces of the
fire will remain.

The record of service performed
by the board members and staff and
the many friends who helped with
extra contributions of time and
funds makes a new chapter in the
history of the co-operation of splen-
did men and women who make this
Society an indispensable service.

Times of adversity prove friend-
ships and character and through this
trial we are richer in having a deeper
understanding of our Society mem-
bers.

Much remains to be done. Those
who have experienced a fire very
well know that insurance does not
cover everything. The fire has cost
us much extra expense and loss of
time. Current contributions of
money as well as supplies are still

badly needed.

Appreciated

It is impossible to personally
thank everyone who sent gifts or of-
fered help following the fire. There-
fore we ask you to take this heart-
felt THANKS expressed here as our
very warmest appreciation for your
splendid help.

Be thankful with us that our chil-
dren were at school and because of
a special program they all wore their
most presentable clothes. No one
was hurt, no records were destroyed
and friends have been proven
through adversity.

My Pa

My Pa, he didn’t g0 downtown
Last evening after tea,

But got a book and settled down
As comf'y as could be.

['ll tell you I was offul glad
To have my Pa about

To answer all the things I had
Been tryin’ to find out.

And so I ask him why the world
Is round instead of square,

And why the piggies’ tails are curled,
And why don’t fish breathe ajr.
And why the moon don’t hit a star,

And why the dark is black,
And just how many birds there are,
And will the wind come back.

And why does water stay in wells,
And why do June-bugs hum,

And what’s the roar I hear in shells,
And when will Christmas come.

And why the grass is always green
Instead of sometimes blue.

And why a bean will grow a bean
And not an apple,too.

And why a horse can’t learn to moo
And why a cow can’t neigh,
And do the fairies live on dew,
And what makes hair grow gray.
And then my Pa got up an’, gee,
The offul word he said!
[ hadn’t done a single thing,
But he sent me off to bed.

The government is committed to
the task of making life possible. Pri-
vate individuals must unite to make
it worth while.

Foster home care is next best to the natural home.
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Household Notes

Fruit Jars

Because of possible omissions in
the proper entries of fruit jars due to
the confusion following the fire, we
would appreciate very much a card
from anyone to whom empty jars
should be returned. We can then
make arrangements to send them to
you, as empty ones are now avail-

able.

Poultry and Meats

Gifts of poultry and fresh meat
have been a great help to us this win-

ter. Something along this line would
be especially appreciated every
week. Canned meats are equally

as helpful, both now and when the
weather is warmer.

Eggs

We are very much in need of eggs.
We could use several cases, as they
will keep for a considerable time in
our storeroom. If necessary we can
send the empty case to be filled, if
you will only write us about it. Don't
forget to use the enclosed envelope.

We Sometimes Feel
Worse

We thoroughly sympathize with
Old Mother Hubbard when her chil-
dren asked for bread and she found
the cupboard bare. Can you help?

Please Don't Wait

We feel sure you intend to help
us soon, how soon we do not know.
Make that ‘‘soon” now and we will
both be happy.

Two Good Men
Mr. Charles Swanson and Mr. C.

I. Coates, who have so ably repre-
sented the Society in the field for
several years, will not be with us this
yvear. The work of these men has
left an influence which will long be
felt in the districts they have cov-
ered. It-has been not only a pleas-
ure but an inspiration to work with
men of such high ideals, untiring ef-
forts and devotion.

It will be a lasting satisfaction and
pleasure to them to know that the
friends they met and worked with

over the state respond to the sup-
port of our new program, and to
feel that the children whose cause
has been so close to their hearts and
lives, will not suffer because of lack
of support.

Your response will be the proof
of how well they did their work.

I cannot close this without saying
that to break such associations leaves
a deep feeling of personal loss and
an added burden of responsibility
because they are not with us.

W. HuGH FLETCHER,
_ Superintendent.

People must be generous—the need is great.
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What YOU Can Do

Many small gifts to the Society's
work with orphaned children would
be gladly given by every town or
community in the state if someone
or some organization would spon-
sor a plan of collection and work
for it.

We have a plan that gives these
generous neighbors the opportunity
to be a part of the work. A Tag
Day, or rather, two Tag Days—one
in May and the other in September,
for the benefit of the Nebraska
Children’s Home, is a worthwhile
enterprise that will be supported by
your people.

The Society will furnish the tags
and help with the publicity. Your
ministers will do their part to help
publicity within their churches, for
in this worthwhile work salvation is
brought to His little ones.

You will find editors and radio
stations equally willing to help.
This work with the children of the
state touches every community. It
is, or may be tomorrow, your chil-
dren who will benefit.

The amounts collected by this
plan will be a great and wonderful
gift.

Think this over individually, in
your club or church society and then
Write Us. Let's plan things to-
gether.

“Perhaps one of our most difficult
problems is to convince those who
can give much or little that man
doesn’t live by bread alone and that,
in spite of large public resources for
unemployment relief—Ilocal, state
and federal—the multitude of social
welfare activities which mean so
much to so many are more vital than

ever before.””—Walter S. Gifford.

On Being X-Rayed

The doctor looked me through and
through
With fluoroscopic rays;
He made me swallow stuff I knew
The cooks in good cafes
Would never for one moment think
Was fit for man or beast to drink,
Merely to note how it would act
Along my gastronomic tract.

Garbed in a gown they made me
tread
A round of inky gloom,
Much like a candidate being led
About the mystic room.
“No breakfast” was the pass ex-
plained
By which admittance there was
gained.
Who seeks the inner light must come
Humbling himself to barium.

That done, in dens of darkness I
Was flattened on a board,
While with his scientific eye
My stomach he explored,
Kneading, as bakers do their dough,
The place where food is wont to go,
Seeking to find the reason why
I'd lost all faith in apple pie.

Oh, I've been photographed before
By countless cameramen.

I've posed a thousand times or more
And maybe shall again,

But never did I think that I

Could swallow barium wet and dry,

And tell my stomach: ‘Pretty
look,

You're going to have your picture
took!”

(Copyright, 1931 Edgar A. Guest)

At one time children were sold to pay the debts of the parents.
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Nebraska = Children’s Home Society
ADVOCATE
Official Organ of

Nebraska  Children’s Home Society

A Quarterly Magazine devoted to the interest
and work for Homeless and Orphan Children

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE 10 Cts. PER YEAR

Entered Aug. 8, 1897, at Postoffice, Omaha,
Neb., under act of Congress of Mar. 3, 1893.

Suffer the little children to come unto Me,
and forbid them mnot, for of such is the
Kingdom of Heaven.

Something to Talk About

Gifts sent direct to the office will
enable the Society to give equal
service to the children and your com-
munity with three or four less em-
ployees.

The demands for child service are
so great at this time, that every ex-
pense must be spared.

The men and women field work-
ers must travel harder and farther
this year, but everyone is filled with
the zeal to make the work even
greater than ever before.

If you approve this plan please
write and tell us. You can help with
encouragement or criticism.

A queer situation—over-produc-
tion, too much surplus, and even
children going hungry.

The New Year

Our program for 1934 means
more and better service all over the
state. It needs your co-operation to
make the dollars go farther.

We count every person who reads
the Advocate a member of the So-
ciety, with the personal responsibil-
ity to help by—

First—Reporting to the Society
and your county attorney, the names
and circumstances of children in
need. Your county attorney should
be consulted at once. He is the
local officer who directs procedure.

Second—Tell us of homes that
are open, or will open their doors to
a child. Rehabilitating, placing chil-
dren in proper homes, is our con-
stant purpose. You are a real mem-
ber when you assist us with this in-
formation. Societies like ours do not
maintain an institutional home for"
any child. Our purpose is to main-
tain a program which will give home-
less children natural homes and that
supervision which must come from
loving foster parents.

Children with mental or physical
defects, or years without training, are
rendered unplaceable in the normal
family home. We can only advise in
these cases.

Third—Support this work for the
children of your community with
your generous purse, and help, that
has made us the force for child wel-
fare that is the pride of every mem-

ber.

County Officials are asked to no-
tify us when we may be of service.

Local Boards are asked to. be ever
vigilent for the protection of chil-

dren. Notify the Society when our
help is needed for a child.

Later homeless children were housed with criminals and insane.
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Changes

All life is subject to change, and
each year in the interests of efficiency
and economy your executive board
outlines the work in view of existing
circumstances and experience.

Year by year, the cost of opera-
tion has changed, and for a number
of years each change has meant a
saving in money with greater expen-
ditures direct to the maintainence
and placing of children.

To do this a greater burden must
be placed on the members of the
Society, and on your generosity de-
pends the Society’s success.

With fewer field workers and
their time almost completely taken
up with the Society’s responsibilities
to the children, the time for solicita-
tion is somewhat restricted.

It is hoped, and we believe, that
“you will respond promptly to calls
on your generosity, both through
mail requests, the reminder of the
responsibilities of your membership
when you receive ‘‘“The Advocate”
and direct contact with Mr. Hugh
Fletcher, superintendent, Mr. G. M.
Porter and Miss Stander when they
visit your communities on the Soci-
ety’s business.

Send your gifts by mail whenever
possible. Our people are traveling
hard and far. Let's help the work
by responses by mail.

In every issue of the Advocate
you will find a return envelope. Use
it ‘to bring the children the funds
that are needed for our daily: ex-
penses.

Our records show that your So-
ciety can stretch your dollars a long
way, but the work is in constant
need of money and supplies.

Every board meeting, every com-
mittee chairman is scratching to bal-
ance the budget. It is always a con-
stant concern, and with new children
constantly requiring care and inves-
tigation, money must be raised.

The Society takes children from
all over the state. Your county if
not your own neighborhood children
are our care. Let every child in the
state receive an equal chance. The
faith of our men is in your support.
This is a personal, individual appeal
direct to you. The tragedies of the
orphaned children are calling for
your attention. What will you do
about it? What would you want
others to do for your child? Let's
all do it now. Return the envelope
with your contribution NOW !

Fill out this coupon, tear along dotted line, place in envelope and Mail At Once.

Omaha, Nebraska

Here is what | can do now:

Nebraska Children’s Home Society

The Work Must Go On.

I enclose in envelope $...
I will give $..ooooooooo
I am sending supplies as follows:
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