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AMERICAN SAMPLER

Capriccio (1988)......ccceuverernrrrennnne T. Donley Thomas(b.1929)

*Wind Quintet No. 1 (1979)...cccvcvnvvnrucrcannns Michael Kibbe

Allegro molto
March
Scherzo
Pastoral

Divertimento, op. 26b (1926).............. Daniel Gregory Mason
March (1873-1953)
Fugue

INTERMISSION

Partita (1948).....eeeeeeeecceerresssssersssssreee Irving Fine(1914-1962)

Introduction and Theme
Variation

Interlude

Gigue

Coda

*Woodwind Quintet (1979).....cccccevvrrevnvcucnee John Cheetham

Rhythmic and energetic
Contemplative

Playful
Del)gate
Kinetic

* Nebraska premieres
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Program Notes
by John L. Walker

Capriccio

T. Donley Thomas, presently Associate Professor of Music at Southeast
Missouri State University in Cape Girardeau, was born June 21, 1929 in
Detroit, Michigan. Thomas attended the Eastman School of Music from
1947 to 1948 and studied orchestration, form, and composition with Wayne
Barlow and Roy Harris at Peabody College in Nashville, Tennessee.
Thomas was also a Fulbright Scholar in Vienna from 1955 to 1957 and is
co-author of the thematic catalogue of the works of Michael Haydn (1737-
1806).

Capriccio is a short three-part work written for the Prairic Wind Quintet
this past August after I met Mr. Thomas while on tour with the American
Waterways Wind Orchestra. The work is a charmingly playful composition
which begins with a rousing motive in the French horn.
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Wind Quintet No. 1

Michael Kibbe’s first quintet for winds is a relatively short work which
reveals the composer’s playful sense of musical humor. This is not to say
that the music is funny, but rather that the composer freely manipulates the
listener’s expectations on a number of different levels throughout the work.
For instance, the four movements are arranged atypically, ending not with
a stirring allegro movement, but rather with a beatifully lyric, but slow,
pastoral. The third movement, called "scherzo" by the composer, would
have one recall the scherzo movement of a symphony, which was developed
from the 18th century minuet by Beethoven and his contemporaries.
Rather, there is nothing but the very fast tempo which has anything at all to
do with a scherzo. Also interesting is the march, which is written in a broad
arch form so as to give the impression of a soldier marching by.

Michacl Kibbe is a free-lance double-reed performer and composer in the
Los Angeles arca who was born in San Diego. He has attended New Mexico
State University and California State University in Northridge. His degrees
include the Bachelor of Music in woodwind performance and the Master
of Arts in composition. In addition to having published many works, Kibbe
has taught at the university level and is a frequent oboe and basson recitalist.

Divertimento

Daniel Gregory Mason was a composer, writer on music, and teacher who
was born November 20, 1873 in Brookline, Massachusetts. The son of
Henry Mason, of the Mason and Hamlin instrument firm, he graduated
from Harvard in 1895. Although he continued his composition studies for
a short time he soon turned temporarily to a writing career, and in 1902
published his first book From Grieg to Brahms. So influential was Mason
as a writer, that even in 1948 Burnet C. Tuthill, writing in Musical Quarterly,
notes that "there was a time when Daniel Gregory Mason was known as the
most widely read author in America of books about music and composers.”
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Mason was appointed to the faculty of Columbia University in 1905, where
he remained until his retirement in 1942. During this period Mason was to
further his interests in composition, studying for a time in Paris with Vincent
d’Indy.Mason died in Connecticut December 4, 1953.

As a composer Mason was a meticulous technician and a perpetual reviser
who was staunchly conservative. In spite of his respect for D’Indy and
Franck, his models were the great Austro-German masters. Boris Schwarz
writes, however, that "For all his musical intelligence and sensitive idealism
he was unable to develop a strong creative profile, and his ingrained
conservatism alienated him from the mainstream of American music."Writ-
ten in 1926, Mason’s Divertimento is the first work for wind quintet by a
native American composer.

The Nebraska Arts Council, a state
alfencyh has supp’(;ﬁed this arts event
through its matching grants program

NeomekaArsCont  funded by the Nebraska Legislature and
the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency. The
Nebraska Arts Council has a variety of grant and service
programs to help support arts events throughout Nebraska. For
more information on how the Nebraska Arts Council can be
helpful to your community or organization, contact the
Nebraska Arts Council, 1313 Farnam on-the-Mall, Omaha,
NE 68102-1873. Phone: 402/554-2122

Partita

Of the premiere performance of Irving Fine’s Partita for wind quintet,
Arthur Berger wrote in the New York Herald-Tribune that it "has affable
melodic threads, expertly fashioned along thoroughly unpedantic con-
trapuntal lines... (it) is alternately lively and personally tender and has
striking tensions in the development of the Gigue." This review, first penned
exactly 40 years ago, aptly summarizes what has become one of the stand-
ards of the literature for wind quintet. What is truly outstanding about this
work is the skillful manner in which Fine successfully combines the qualities
which make this piece so enjoyable to the first-time listener, with the
virtuosic elements which continually challenge the performer, such as the
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clever manipulations of meter and rhythm, and the way in which Fine
explores the generally untouched extremes of the high and low range of
each instrument.

Born in Boston on December 3, 1914, Fine was also ateacher and conductor
of some repute who received his degree in music from Harvard University.
Among his most notable teachers are Nadia Boulanger of Paris and Serge
Koussevitzky. The winner of numerous awards and honors, Fine taught at
Harvard from 1939 to 1950, when he was appointed to the faculty of
Brandeis University, a position he held until his untimely death in Boston
on August 23, 1962

Woodwind Quintet

This quintet is a five-movement work which was written in 1979 for the
Missouri Arts Woodwind Quintet. Although by today’s standards the work
is fairly conservative, a variety of modern compositional devices have been
used, such as instances of bi- tonality in the first movement and shifting
meters and rhythmic patterns. Alsointeresting is Cheetham’s use of English
at the head of each movement, such as the particularly intriguing use of
"Kinetic" for the fifth movement.

John Cheetham was born in Taos, New Mexico and received the Bachelor
of Science and Master of Music degrees from the University of New Mexico
and the Doctor of Musical Arts degree from the University of Washington
in Seattle. Dr. Cheetham is presently a professor in the Theory and Com-
position department at the University of Missouri in Columbia.
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The Prairie Wind Quintet
Information

* The Prairie Wind Quintet performs five classical concerts
at Grace Lutheran Church, and many incidental performances
in a season which lasts from September through May. For more
information, call 435-6197, or write 2924 J, Lincoln, NE 68510.
o Single tickets for concerts are available three weeks prior
to each concert at many locations in Lincoln. Series tickets are
also available at substantial savings, the prices of which are pro-
rated as the season progresses.

o Smoking is not permitted anywhere in the church.

o Restrooms are located downstairs from the front

entry of the church.
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John Walker

John comes to Lincoln from central Iowa by way of Philadclphia and
Mexico. After an early introduction to the oboe in the fourth grade, he
began formal studies on the instrument while still in high school with Jay
Light at Drake University in Des Moines. After receiving the Bachelor of
Music degree in 1979, John went to Philadelphia to study with Louis
Rosenblatt, adjunct professor of oboe at Temple University and English
horn soloist with the Philadelphia Orchestra. Soon after taking the master’s
degree in 1982, John was invited to play English horn in the Orquesta
Sinfénica del Estado de México. From there he went to play principal oboe
in the Orquesta Sinfonica de Guadalajara until mid-1984.

John is currently in his fourth year as a doctoral student at the University
of Nebraska. John also performs frequently with the Lincoln and Omaha
symphony orchestras and teaches Spanish as well. John has been married
for nine years to a true supporter of the arts and has a five-year-old
daughter.

Michael Lederer

Michael is a native of Lincoln who has studied clarinet with Stan Gaulke,
Jeff Lerner of the Houston Symphony, Richard Joyner of the Denver
Symphony, and Wes Reist of the University of Nebraska, where he received
both the Bachelor of Music Education and Master of Music degrees.
Michael taught clarinet and saxophone students as a graduate assistant and
has taught in the Texas public schools as a woodwind specialist. While in
Texas, he also performed and recorded with various professional en-
scmbles.

After returning to Lincoln, Michael joined the 43rd Army Band of the
Nebraska National Guard and the Prairic Wind Quintet. He has also



appeared with the Lincoln and Omaha symphony orchestras.
Michael is also working towards completing an additional Bachelors de-
gree in computer science.

Suzi Koken

Suzi Koken, a native of Scottsbluff, is currently a senior at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln where she is studying bassoon with Gary Echols and
completing a bachelor’s degree in music education. In addition to having
performed with the Panhandle Symphony in Scottsbluff, Suzi also played
bassoon and contrabassoon during the 1988 National Summer Tour of the
American Waterways Wind Orchestra, based in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
She was also chosen as one of the three senior soloists in this year’s concerto
competition at the University of Nebraska. Suzi also plays principal bassoon
in both the University Wind Symphony and University Orchestra.
Douglas Stotter

Douglas Stotter comes to the Lincoln arca from Illinois, where for the past
three years he directed not only the instrumental program of Galesburg
High School, but the band program of Knox College as well. He was also a
member of the horn section of the Knox-Galesburg Symphony Orchestra.
Doug is a graduate of the University of Michigan, where he received both
the Bachelor’s and the Master’s degree in music education. His experience
while at in Michigan also includes numerous concert performances and a
graduate assistantship with the University of Michigan Marching Band.
Doug has studied horn with Louis Stout and composition with Pulitzer Prize
winning composers Leslie Bassett and William Bolcom.

Doug is currently director of bands and instructor in brass and music
education at Doane College in Crete, Nebraska. Doug is also a member of
several professional musical organizations including the National Associa-
tion of College Wind and Percussion Instructors, the Nebraska
Bandmaster’s Association, and the College Band Director’s National As-
sociation

Shelly Lenz

For the past three years Shelly has been teaching vocal and instrumental
music grades K-12 in the Elmwood Public Schools, Elmwood, Nebraska.
Originally from Cheyenne, Wyoming, Shelly attended Hastings College and
began her teaching career in 1980 in Pender, Nebraska. Since 1984, Shelly
has received a flute teaching assistantship at the University of Nebraska in
Lincoln and a Masters degree in flute performance; taught flute lessons at
Union College, a music education class at the Nebraska State Penitentiary
through Southeast Community College and flute students in Lincoln and
the surrounding communities. Shelly is currently a member of the 43rd
National Guard Band, the National Flute Association, the Nebraska
Bandmasters Association, the Nebraska Choral Directors Association, as
well as NMEA and MENC. Shelly is married; her husband, Craig, plays
trombone in various professional groups in the Lincoln area.
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