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By choice this service today is one of simplicity. The life we
remember was beautifully simple; therefore in this hour of frag-
rant memory and tender solemnity it behooves us to make our
words conform to the quiet and friendly character of her life.

For forty odd years her influence upon Lincoln, our Univer-
sity and Commonwealth has increased with the flow of genera-
tions. In those decades new faces with interests and ideas vastly
different than those of our pioneer forbears have arisen. Many
ancient customs and ideals went down in the change. But sur-
viving all change she continued the idol and friend alike of the
young as well as of the old. Each generation of youth declared:
“‘She belongs to us.’”’ And today all have a possessive feeling of
proprietorship in her life.

The University of Nebraska says: ‘‘she belongs to us.”” And
their claims are valid when reviewed in the light of events, for
she began her career with them in 1894, thirty-three years ago un-
der Chancellor Canfield. She organized the University Chorus
and established the important annual custom of adequately inter-
preting the great oratorios. If ‘‘music is man’s Parnassus’’ as
Emerson once said then she has guided countless numbers to walk
on Holy heights and worship thru Handel’s ‘‘Messiah,” ‘‘The
Creation,”” ‘‘Elijah,”’ ‘‘St. Paul’’ and kindred works. As direc-
tor of music the richness of her personality and varied talents
overflowed into each generation of students and the graduates of
the University carried far and wide with them the gracious
charm and disciplined tastes of a great teacher.

The City of Lincoln has likewise a proud sense of ownership
in her life. In no provineial sense did she live her life alone. Her
ministry was a philanthrophy embracing all mankind. She was
as generous as her art was universal. The windows of her heart
were always open and the music that filled her home was heard
on the streets of the ecity.

The String Quartet organized eighteen years ago came out of
that creative instinet to lift the levels of community musical
ideals. This and similar ecivie societies born of her energy were
inspired to contribute to and labor for the enlargement and in-
spiration of the divine spirit in man. It was, therefore, an ex-
pression of city and state esteem for her rich and influential ser-
vices that lead the Kiwanis Club of Lincoln to bestow upon her in




1923, ““The Kiwanis medal for distinguished service.”’ On the oc-
casion and presentation of this medal the following words were
spoken :

‘A city can hope to take a leading place among the cities of
any country only when its spiritual and art aspects of life are
highly developed. It is because of its character that Athens is re-
membered and Sparta forgotten. Such is the power of the spirit
that a very modest woman, without wealth and seeking nothing
for herself, but with ‘her heart filled with such melodies that
their echo is a blessing and benediction to us’ has been able
through many years of service to make a priceless contribution
to her home city.”’

In a fine and holy sense she belongs to the Church. Here was
she convineingly sincere and at home. It was First Church that
discovered and brought her to Lincoln. As our organist for over
forty years she has consecrated her talents and spirit to the serv-
ice of Her God. Neither has this been a professional service alone
but rather a perfect and full expression of sincere reverence and
a humble Christian life. ¢ True hearted, whole hearted, faithful
and loyal’’ has been that outpouring of herself through these
years.

Said Jesus once to His disciples: ‘‘By this shall men know
that ye are my disciples, if ye have love for one another.” And
this woman under the spell of that perfect life through that long
ministry to the soul of man at her organ did something greater,
she conducted also another and nobler ministry in the discordant
souls of men as a messenger of perpetual good will and love.
Some lives are borne to tranquil circumstances. Peace is thrust
upon them but they do not achieve greatness. And then there
are those borne amid opposite facts. Heroically and with ma-
jestic calmness they serenely ride out with Christian spirit and
assurance the storms of life.

Her physician once said, ‘“When Mrs. Raymond dies; it will
be just as she lived, with a smile on her face.” Victorious we
bear away her body to its last resting place.

¢¢Q strong soul, by what shore
Tarriest thou now? For that foree,
Surely, has not been left vain!
Somewhere, surely, afar,
In the sounding labor house vast
Of being, is practiced that strength
Zealous, beneficent, firm,
Yes, in some far-shining sphere,
Conscious or not of the past
Still thou performest the word
Of the spirit in whom thou dost live.”’




Memorial Seruire

@arrie B. Raymond

THE STRING QUARTETTE:

Ebpwarp J. Wart, First Violin.
ErNesT HARRISON, Second Violin.
WiLLiaM QUICK, Viola.

LiLrian EicHE, Cello.

FIRST PLYMOUTH QUARTETTE:

VEerA UpTON, Soprano.
Syrvia Corg, Contralto.
CARL SCHAEFFER, Tenor.
JaMes Rreip, Bass.

THE VESPER CHOIR:

Piano—Miss ANNE STUART.
Organ—Mers. EpitH BUrLIiNGIM Ross.

The String Quartette has been associated with Mrs. Raymond
for eighteen years. The Vesper Choir organized under her direction
will sing her favorite hymn. Our Quartette will give her favorite
anthem. Miss Stuart at the piano, assisted by Mrs. Ross, plays “In
Paradisium” which they have given togetlier for fifteen years.
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